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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-17, 19-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gillespie 
et al. (US Patent No. 5,880,41 1) 

As to claims 1,19, Gillespie discloses a method comprising: receiving a pressure signal 
(e.g. Z- value, Fig. 1) indicating a pressure from an input device (e.g. finger); comparing the 
pressure signal to an adaptive pressure threshold value (col. 2, lines 23-32); and outputting a 
signal if the pressure signal is greater than the adaptive pressure threshold value (col. 24, lines 
44-52). 

As to claim 2, Gillespie discloses adaptive pressure threshold value (Zth) is associated 
with an absolute pressure threshold. 

As to claim 3, Gillespie discloses adaptive pressure threshold value is associated with a 
position received from the input device (e.g. the Z-values is derived from the position signals X 
and Y). 

As to claim 4, Gillespie discloses the adaptive pressure threshold value can vary over 
time (col. 23, lines 29-31). 

As to claim 5, Gillespie discloses the adaptive pressure threshold value is associated with 
a user identifier (col. 23, lines 31-32). 
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As to claims 6, 16, 20, 26, Gillespie discloses the adaptive pressure threshold value 
comprises a first pressure threshold value, and further comprising: comparing the pressure signal 
to a second pressure threshold value; and outputting the signal if the pressure signal is greater 
than both the first pressure threshold value and the second pressure threshold value (col. 24, lines 
20-60). 

As to claim 7, Gillespie discloses the pressure signal comprises a pseudo pressure signal 
(e.g. the pressure value is varied in accordance with the capacitance value). 

As to claim 8, Gillespie discloses supplying a pressure filter (48-1. ..48-n, Fig. 3) to the 
pressure signal to create a filtered pressure signal. 

As to claims 9-11, 17, 21-22, 27, Gillespie discloses the pressure filter comprises a first 
pressure filter comprising a first attribute (e.g. high fi-equency, col. 13, lines 34-44), and fiirther 
comprising applying a second pressure filter to the pressure signal, the second pressure filter 
comprising a second attribute (e.g. low fi-equency, col. 15, line 55) that is different than the first 
attribute. 

As to claims 12, 23, Gillespie discloses applying the pressure filter comprises applying 
the pressure filter utilizing a sUding window (col. 28, lines 47-58). 

As to claim 13, Gillespie discloses the input device comprises a touch pad (10, Fig. 1). 

As to claims 14, 24, Gillespie discloses calculating a first value associated with the speed 
of movement across the input device; comparing the first value to a speed threshold value; and 
outputting the signal if the first value is less than the speed threshold value (see 362, Fig. 17D). 

As to claims 15, 25, Gillespie discloses applying a speed filter to the first value before 
comparing the speed to the speed threshold value (col. 36, lines 26-47). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application cvurently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 18 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gillespie et al (US Patent No. 5,880,41 1) in view of Fujita et al. (US Patent No. 6,1 18,435). 

As to claims 18 and 28, it is noted that Gillespie does not specifically disclose outputting 
a signal associated with a haptic effect, the haptic effect based at least in part on the pressure 
signal.. Fujita is cited to teach a touch panel device similar to Gillespie. Fujita further discloses 

a signal associated with a haptic effect, the haptic effect based at least in part on the pressure ^ 

Si 

signal (see abstract and Fig. 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
have modified Gillespie with the tactile force feedback as taught by Fujita so as to provide an 
interaction between the user and the computer. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
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6. The information disclosure statements filed 1 1/26/2003 and 3/10/2004 fail to comply 
with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other 
information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the application file, 
but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 



Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The US 6,128,007, 6,492,979, 6,509,847, 6,801,191 are cited to teach a touch panel 
device. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to XIAO M. WU whose telephone number is 571-272-7761. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RICHARD HJERPE, can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Apphcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toU-fi-ee). 
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Primary Examiner 
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